
 

 

 

 

 

Staff from Quaker Hill Ele-

mentary School delivered a 

presentation to the Waterford 

Board of Education at the 

December BOE meeting on 

STEM Labs at Quaker Hill.  

Mr. Discordia, Principal at 

Quaker Hill, and a team of 

teachers consisting of Ms. 

Egan - Grade 5, Ms. Donahue

- Grade 4, Ms. Smith - Grade 

3, Ms. Wadecki - Grade 1 

and Ms. McKenney- Elemen-

tary Technology Coach dis-

cussed the STEM initiatives 

that are occurring at Quaker 

Hill, including coding and 

robotics at all grade levels.  

This informative and excit-

ing presentation included 

videos of students participat-

ing in the Coding Club at 

Quaker Hill, working with 

programming and robots.  

One fifth grade student 

demonstrated the Python 

programming, an advanced  

programming language for 

this level.  Board members 

praised the implementation 

of these programs at the ele-

mentary level and the inven-

tiveness of the students.  See 

page 3 for information on two 

Waterford teachers who will 

take this presentation to an 

international conference in 

the summer of 2017. 
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Update from the Waterford Board of Education 

The Waterford Board of  

Education held two Special 

Budget Meetings on Febru-

ary 13th and February 16th.  

These meetings provided an 

opportunity for earnest dis-

cussion of the proposed  

2017-2018 education budget.  

The format for these  

evenings were as follows: 

February 13th ~ Complete 

overview of the Superinten-

dent’s Recommended Budget 

and time for  questions and 

answers.  February 16th ~  

Follow-up information from 

questions on February 13th.  

The budget process contin-

ued with a meeting on  

February 23rd ~ Final Board 

of Education Approval of  

Budget.  On March 22nd the 

Board of Education Budget 

Bringing the  

accomplishments  

and initiatives of the 

Waterford Public 

Schools to the Town, 

Community and 

beyond to create  a 

Connection  that 

will reinforce a 

strong commitment 

to coming together 

to educate the whole 

child. 

will be presented to the Board 

of Finance. 

Much time has been spent by 

the Waterford Team on budg-

et development for FY 18. 

With large fixed cost increas-

es in healthcare, contractual 

salary increases, fuel oil, elec-

tricity, as well as State Budget 

cuts, this could prove to be a 

challenging budget year.  

With that being said, we will 

strive to maintain the quality 

education and programs that 

make our school district so 

unique and recognized.  

 

 

 

WPS in the Community 

The Great Neck Student Council worked on a community service 

project called “Kindness in A Shoebox.”  Each homeroom donated 

items that a family might find useful if they were not able to stay in 

their own homes for a period of time. Items included personal care 

items, small travel games, sewing kits, first aid kits, coloring books, 

crayons, notebooks and small toys for babies. These items were 

packed in brightly colored boxes to be given to families at Safe Fu-

tures as needed. Each box also included a short note of encourage-

ment from the students and staff at Great Neck. 



Congratulations to Clark Lane Middle School for being named 

a national runner-up in the 2016 Say Something Week Commu-

nity Reach and Sustainability Award category by the Sandy 

Hook Promise (SHP) organization.  The proven Say Something 

program teaches youth and adults the signs of at-risk behavior 

and how to properly intervene before someone hurts themselves 

or someone else. The call-to-action week invited schools and 

communities across the country to teach youth and teens how to 

be “upstanders” in their community instead of being bystand-

ers. The SHP was very impressed with CLMS’ Say Something 

Week that took place earlier this year and how well the staff and 

students embraced the concept.  Clark Lane Middle School will 

receive a Say Something plaque, Promise Club Seed Money in the amount of $500 and will be mentioned on SHP’s social 

media channels and related materials.  We are very proud of our CLMS staff and students and their initiative in working togeth-

er to be upstanders and to intervene by saying something if they see an individual exhibiting at-risk behaviors. 
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In the Schools... 

New WHS Assistant Principal Selected 
a Bachelor’s Degree in 

Marine Biology from Roger 

Williams University.  

In a recent conversation 

with Mr. Samuelson, he 

discussed his decision to 

go into education.  “I went 

into teaching because I 

care a great deal about 

kids and it’s the one pro-

fession where I knew I 

could make an immediate 

and positive difference in 

the lives of children…It 

was empowering to know 

that as a teacher I could 

have some influence on the 

children responsible for 

shaping the world in which 

we all live.”   He also 

praised the Waterford Pub-

lic Schools stating that 

At the December 15, 2016 

Waterford Board of Educa-

tion Meeting, Mr. Kirk 

Samuelson was appointed 

as the Assistant Principal 

for Waterford High 

School. Mr. Samuelson will 

officially begin this new 

role with Waterford on 

March 1, 2017 filling the 

vacancy created by the 

retirement of Mr. Gene 

Ryan. 

Mr. Samuelson brings 

twelve (12) years of profes-

sional experience in edu-

cation to his new posi-

tion. He holds a Sixth Year 

in Educational Leadership 

from Southern Connecticut 

State University, a Master’s 

Degree in Teaching from 

Quinnipiac University, and 

“Waterford is a high per-

forming school district 

that understands and val-

ues the importance of 

educating the whole 

child”.  He looks forward 

to bringing “a high level of 

energy, genuine passion, 

and unwavering optimism 

to Waterford High School ~ 

fostering an environment 

where students and staff 

look forward to coming to 

school everyday.” 

 

Mr. Samuelson is excited to 

join Waterford High School 

and the Waterford school 

community.  He resides in 

Madison with his wife 

Brooke and their two chil-

dren Kole and Kate. 
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Colleagues and 

supervisors in Madison 

remarked that Mr. 

Samuelson is a “true 

professional…sharp 

thinker…and 

genuinely cares about 

kids.”  He is a “most 

accomplished 

teacher… ambitious…

and of high character.”  

His principal remarked 

that “Kirk raises the 

level of our leadership 

team.”   

 

Several Waterford High School Music Department students have become members 

of the prestigious Tri-M Music Honor Society.  This is a program of the National Asso-

ciation for Music Education (NAfME), and is the only national honor society for stu-

dent musicians in grades 6-12.  There are more than 1,780 chapters across all 50 states 

involving more than 75,000 students.  Tri-M advocates for the importance and value of 

music education in shaping the leaders of tomorrow.  It also highlights the school’s 

music program and establishes credibility within the surrounding community.  New 

members include Nathaniel Austin-Mathley, Olivia Billis, Emily Borysewicz, Kait-

lyn Cazares, Elizabeth Dusza, Natalie Frascarelli, Nathaniel Hillyer, Sophie Im-

pellitteri, Catherine Yao, Emily Johnson, Jonathan Keth, Kayla Mathiowetz, 

Lyman Nuttall, Stacey Tasoulas, Isabel Umland, Sophie Wang, and Chloe Wilson. 



P a g e  3  

 Chloe Rubin, 

a Junior at 

W a t e r f o r d 

High School, 

designed and 

painted a 

portion of the 

waterscape 

mural at the 

New London Maritime  

Museum.  Chloe was the 

artist of the whale which is 

highlighted on the Maritime 

M u s e u m ' s  F a c e b o o k 

page.  She was recognized 

for her achievement during 

the mural's unveiling in Novem-

ber. 
 

 Congratulations to Kayla 

Mathiowetz , Alexis Elbaum, 

Jessica Chin, Ryan Dombro-

ski, Chloe Wilson, Sophie 

Wang and Lyman Nuttall for 

being selected for the perform-

ing ensembles at the Connecti-

cut Music Educators Associa-

t i o n  ( C M E A )  E a s t e r n  

WPS Achievements 

In the Spotlight... 
 

 Robyn McKenney, Elementary Tech-

nology Coach, and Whitney 

Wadecki, First Grade Teacher at 

Quaker Hill have been chosen as pre-

senters at the ISTE (International 

Society for Technology in Educa-

tion) Conference in San Antonio Tex-

as in the summer of 2017.  Ms. 

McKenney and Ms. Wadecki will pre-

sent on Empowering Learners: Lev-

eraging Technology Tools to Foster 

Creativity and Amplify Student 

Voice.  Only 35% of the proposals 

submitted internationally were 

accepted. We are very proud  that 

Ms. McKenney and Ms. Wadecki 

will represent Waterford at this 

prestigious conference. 

 Congratula-

tions to 

Members of 

the Quaker 

Hill teach-

ing staff, 

Ann Marie 

Bertrand, Jessica Nemeth, Ca-

mille Bray, Kristina Kenyon, 

Susan Green and Stephanie 

Rodzewicz for winning the Con-

necticut Association of Schools’ 

Oswegatchie Elementary School Student Council members Ky-

an Somers, Victoria Sturm, Cameron Brown, Rhys Tick-

ner,  Cienna Nummy, and Francesca DeSantis attended the 

2017 Connecticut Association of Schools’  Elementary School 

Student Leadership Conference at Three Rivers Community Col-

lege in January.  Students participated in many leadership/

teamwork activities including; Creative Problem Solving  with a 

Team, Interactive & Leadership Theater, The Spoken Word: The 4 

Elements of Hip Hop, Building a Growth Mindset  and Effective 

Upstander Strategies when dealing with bullying.   Student Coun-

cil advisors,  Ms. Castelpoggi and Ms. McDonald, attended an 

informational session: Look For the Good Project and plan to raise 

funds to purchase the project, or utilize the strategies learned from 

the session to promote thankfulness & positive thinking at 

Oswegatchie.  The six students who attended are creating teacher 

lesson plans of each of the activities to share with Oswegatchie 

and will go into classrooms to teach/run the activities.  

Every month student 

artwork is displayed 

in the Board of Edu-

cation hallway and 

conference room as a 

way to highlight the 

wonderful initiatives 

and creative curricu-

lum of the art depart-

ments at Waterford 

P u bl i c  S c ho ol s .  

Schools rotate month-

ly, showcasing their 

students’ talents so 

there is always a bright array of art whether it is 

paintings, drawings or sculptures. 

Excellence in Education 

Award for their work in imple-

menting the Zones of Regula-

tion program at Quaker Hill 

Elementary School. 

 Waterford Public 

Schools’ talented 

Strings and Or-

chestra teacher, 

Joan Winters,  

was the opening 

performance at the 

Eastern Connecti-

cut Symphony Orchestra on 

February 18th.  Ms. Winters 

performed Jules Massenet’s 

popular encore piece, Medita-

tion on Thais.  Ms. Winters is the 

2nd Violin Principal with the 

ECSO. 

Zaydin Martinez, third grade  

student at Great Neck Elementary 

School, proudly shows his Yarn 

Painting “Colorful Rock”. 

Region Music Festival.  

These Waterford High School 

Music Department students 

auditioned at The University of 

CT at Storrs on January 6th and 

7th, competing against stu-

dents from over 40 high 

schools in the southeastern 

region.  They are scheduled 

to perform with the ensembles 

in the fall. 

“The WHS 

musicians 

performed 

challenging 

literature as 

a part of 

these honor 

ensembles. I 

am very 

proud of our 

honor en-

semble stu-

dents. They 

represented 

Waterford 

with pride.” 

Mr. Timothy  

Fioravanti 

WHS Music 

Teacher 



This mission of the Waterford Public Schools, a premier educational 

system within a community that fosters high aspirations, is to 

guarantee that each student acquire the skills and knowledge to 

become a successful individual and a responsible citizen by setting 

high expectations and requiring excellence in an atmosphere of 

integrity and respect.  

Stay Connected… 

 WPS Website - Visit 

www.waterfordschools.org for up to date 

BOE, school and event information. 

 BOE meetings are held on the 4th 

Thursday of each month.  For the 

complete schedule of meetings, go to 

the BOE section of the WPS Website. 

 Download the  WPS App to ‘stay 

abreast’ of all the happenings at our 

schools. 

 Follow us on Twitter :  @WPS_CT and 

@WaterfordSupt 

Waterford Public Schools 

Jody Nazarchyk, Board of Education Chairperson 

Thomas W. Giard III, Superintendent 

15 Rope Ferry Road 

Waterford , CT  06385 

Phone: 860-444-5852 

Fax: 860-444-5870 

Contact:  Caroline Whittaker - Executive Administrative 

Assistant to the Superintendent 

E-mail: cwhittaker@waterfordschools.org 

Why Pathways 
 To make learning relevant 

 To increase interest in elective offerings 

 To emphasize the interdisciplinary nature 

of the world of work 

 To increase students’ understanding of 

the connection between academics and 

potential career choices 

Waterford High School is proud to launch the College and Career Pathways Program that will be offered as an optional 

program for students in the 2017-2018 school year.   The College and Career Pathways program is an exciting initiative 

that will help students to organize their studies and activities around a career field or interest area.  Similar to a “major” in 

college, the Pathways will be a more effective way to inform students and parents of all that WHS has to offer in these aca-

demic areas.   

Elective and Co-curricular offerings have been organized into six College and Career Pathways: 

 Marine & Environmental Science   Health Services   STEM  

 Leadership & Public Service   Business & Hospitality   Arts & Communication   

Visit the Program of Studies on the WHS website for more information on this exciting initiative. 

WHS College and Career  

Pathways Program 

Paving the way towards  
College and Career 

http://www.waterfordschools.org/Domain/1
http://www.waterfordschools.org/page/5
http://www.waterfordschools.org/cms/lib4/CT01001345/Centricity/Domain/1/Waterford%20Public%20Schools%20Mobile%20App.pdf
https://twitter.com/WPS_CT
https://twitter.com/WPS_CT
https://twitter.com/WaterfordSupt
http://www.waterfordschools.org/cms/lib4/CT01001345/Centricity/Domain/41/POS.pdf

